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A. AUTHORITY MUST BE GRANTED BY THE STATE TO LOWER THE 
LOCAL GOVERNMENT COST STRUCTURE . 

 
 

If it is truly the objective in the “New New York” to cut property taxes, we must first 
eliminate, reduce or get under control the items on the cost side of the equation that 
are the true culprits driving the Empire State’s property taxes through the roof.  And 
of course, I am again referring to regulations and unfunded mandates like the local 
share of Medicaid pushed down to our Counties; Binding Arbitration for Police and 
Professional Firefighters contracts; the Tri-Borough Amendment to the State’s 
Taylor Law; Sections 207 A & C of the General Municipal Law covering Fire and 
Police disability retirements; and the Real Property Tax Law itself.  And, as it relates 
to the RPTL, it’s high time to starve and tame the “Exemption Beast” that is literally 
killing local budgets and creating classifications of “Winners and Losers” amongst 
our own citizens and tax payers. 
 
Bottom line…REAL mandate and regulatory relief needs to happen and happen 
NOW so that local governments and school districts are granted the authority to 
LEGALLY REDUCE their cost structures and are able to knock down the barriers 
that stand in their way to put in place EVEN MORE efficiencies, collaborations and 
consolidations. 
 

B. INCREASE STATE REVENUE SHARING 
 

For a moment, let us take a step back and understand exactly where the concept of 
State Revenue Sharing came from and the valid reasons it was created in the first 
place. 
 
The New York State Revenue Sharing Program (re branded several years ago as Aid 
and Incentives to Municipalities or “AIM”) was originally created as a device to 
achieve the following: 
 

1. Diversify local government revenue streams away from the regressive 
property tax and thereby reduce the size and impact of that dreaded form 
of revenue 

 
2. Create a more progressive and growth oriented form of revenue 

WITHOUT leading to every local government and school district in the 
state requesting permission to initiate their own income tax system.  In 
other words, “we will share a portion of the State’s income tax receipts 














