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City Council    ---   Proceedings by Authority 
 
State of New York 
City of Jamestown  ss: 
City Council Chambers 
 
 A regular meeting of the City Council of the City of Jamestown, New York was held on 
Monday, June 27, 2011 at 7:30 p.m. 
 
Members Present: Council President Greg Rabb, Council Members, Tony Dolce,       

Michael Taylor, Vincent DeJoy, Maria Jones, Paul Whitford, Kim 
Ecklund and George Spitale 

 
Members Absent: Steve Szwejbka  
 
Others Present: Mayor Samuel Teresi, Deputy Clerk Debbie C. Patti, Director of Public 

Works Jeff Lehman, Corporation Counsel Marilyn Fiore-Lehman, Police 
Chief/Director of Public Safety, Harry L. Snellings, Executive Assistant to 
the Mayor Matt Hanley, Deputy Fire Chief Chet Harvey, Cable 8 News, 
Terry Frank, and Jason Rodriguez from The Post-Journal 

 
Council President Rabb called the meeting to order. 
 
Councilwoman Maria Jones gave the invocation. 
 
The minutes of the May 23, 2011 meeting were approved. 
 
OPPORTUNITIES FOR PERSONS TO ADDRESS THE COUNCIL 
 

201106B00.01 
 
 Cassandra McIntyre, 618 Pine Street:  I have been a resident for 43 years.  I reside 
with my mother.  The issue that we have has been ongoing.  It’s been a horrendous cat problem 
in our neighborhood and the cats belong to one person.  He’s been feeding them for the last, I 
don’t know how many years, but they’re multiplying.  His first intent was to get these cats that 
were strays and take them to the SPCA.  That never happened.  At that point when he had asked 
the first time, this is what his plan was, he asked my mother at that time, could he put a feeder 
there to help catch the kittens, whatever, and it never happened.  Instead he’s collected the cats 
and now they are multiplying and multiplying and he’s feeding them from every surrounding 
area – even the front porch.  As of now, the smell is horrendous – we can’t enjoy the outdoors.  
You can’t have a decent barbecue, you don’t even want to sit out there and eat.  It’s getting to the 
point now where you step out of the house and there are cats on your porch, there’s cats on my 
mother’s deck, on her furniture, and the smell is horrendous.  You can’t even walk by without a 
big wind coming by and that’s all you smell is urine and feces.  This neighbor also has been cited 
for hay that he had on his porch for the same conditions.  He was keeping the hay out there for 
the cats that he wasn’t putting in his house and he has at least 20 of them in his house.  Right 
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now, there are three batches of babies that I’ve watched grow up who are now pregnant and 
there’s approximately 22 of them running around outdoors at this time, and they’re multiplying 
quicker than you can think.  There are five pregnant ones now and he has approximately 15-20 
cats in his own house.  I’ve tried to be nice about it and it’s just out of control is what it is.  The 
cats are now destroying people’s vehicles; they’re on top of people’s cars.  He says “they’re all 
his,” and then when you confront him about an issue or cat feces in your yard, then they’re not 
his cats, but I have videotape of the plates that he leaves out to feed these cats.  They’re on his 
porch.  He feeds them on the opposite side of my mother and he feeds them right directly behind 
my mother’s yard.  So they’re not going anywhere because they’re being fed.  They’re just 
multiplying and they’re rampant – it’s ridiculous.  It’s not nice – I mean that bale of hay sat out 
there forever on his porch.  He was asked to remove that.  He took it from his porch and then 
placed it behind his little wagon that he has in his driveway.  We don’t know what else to do.  
We’ve called the SPCA; we’ve called Animal Control; nothing seems to be able to be done.  
They keep redirecting us to somewhere else and we also sent a letter last Thursday, I believe it 
was, to the Mayor, stating this issue, addressing this issue, and it seems like the more he realizes 
the cats are a nuisance, the more he feeds them and continues to house them and he even has a 
crawl space in his basement where it’s accessible for the cats to come in and out which they’re 
breeding and coming back out and they’re just everywhere.  It’s making the neighborhood smell 
really bad.  I’ve had friends say that they no longer walk down that street – down Pine Street – 
because of the smell.  We’ve tried treatments in the yard, but he continues to keep housing the 
cats and feeding them so like I said – it’s like a double edged sword.  We’re not getting 
anywhere.  We still get the smell; you still open your door and you could have five kittens sitting 
on your porch.  Like I said, they’ve been in her lawn furniture; we’ve had things we’ve had to 
throw out because they’ve been ruined from the cats spraying.  None of these cats have been 
fixed and that’s what he said his intentions were – but none of that happened.  The ones that he 
did catch, he took into his home so now his house is filled with them.  I mean you can walk by – 
they’re all in the window and from our upstairs window, you can see them in the upstairs at his 
place – it’s ridiculous.  We’re just hoping that something can be done.  I mean, it’s almost as bad 
as the person that had all the dogs on Prospect.  You step outside – you’re stepping in feces in 
your yard, and just the smell alone is nauseating.  My mother was diagnosed with cancer in 
December and with the treatments and her illness, all of this combined, is just really getting to 
her.  She has asthma on top of it so this is not helping at all.  We’re just hoping that somehow we 
can get something done because…I mean, I’m an animal lover but it’s ridiculous.  You know, if 
he wanted to house four or five cats – that’s one thing; but he’s got the whole 
neighborhood…it’s like a little jungle for kittens and cats to breed and they’re going to continue 
to breed.  We live right next to the school on top of it, so I’m sure it’s not nice for them either 
down in that direction.  We had a petition signed which I had given to Mr. Taylor.  All the 
neighbors on that block are really fed up – we’ve had it.  You can’t speak to him – he’s not nice 
so we didn’t know where else to go and what else to do. 
 
Mr. Rabb:  And what’s the address of his property? 
 
Ms. McIntyre:  His is 616 Pine Street. 
 
Mr. Rabb:  Is there anything we can do? 
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Mayor Teresi:  We’ll have it checked out through Code Enforcement and see what we can 
find out. 
 
Ms. McIntyre:  Thank you. 
 
Mayor Teresi:  You said you sent the letter last week?  We’ll talk to the Department of 
Development about it tomorrow. 
 
Mr. Rabb:  Thank you. 
 
STANDING COMMITTEES 
 
FINANCE 
 

201106B01 
BY COUNCILMAN DeJOY: 
 
 RESOLVED, That bills be audited and warrants drawn on the proper funds in payment of 
the respective amounts, totals as follows:  General Fund, Capital Fund, Special Revenue Fund 
and Trust & Agency Fund $9,446,683.25 in accordance with the period ending June 24, 2011, 
copy of which is annexed hereto and a copy to be filed in the office of the City Clerk, and be it 
further 
 RESOLVED, That disbursements in the total amount of $4,199,341.93, investments in 
the amount of $4,000,000.00 and payrolls in the total amount of $1,247,341.32, as paid by the 
Comptroller and Director of Financial Services, a copy of which is annexed hereto and a copy to 
be placed on file in the office of the City Clerk be and hereby are approved. 
 
      Carried:  8 ayes, 0 nays 
 

201106B02 
BY COUNCILMAN DeJOY: 
 

RESOLVED, That the Mayor of the City of Jamestown be, and he hereby is, authorized 
to enter into a grant agreement with the Chautauqua Region Community Foundation in an 
amount not to exceed $5,000 for the purpose of funding a portion of the 2011 Summer 
Playground Program for the Parks, Recreation and Conservation Department subject to the 
approval of the Corporation Counsel as to form. 

 

     Carried:  8 ayes, 0 nays 
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201106B03 

BY COUNCILMAN DeJOY: 

RESOLVED, That the Mayor of the City of Jamestown be, and he hereby is, authorized 
to enter into a grant agreement with the Ralph C. Sheldon Foundation in an amount not to exceed 
$5,000 for the purpose of funding a portion of the cost of the 2011 Parks, Recreation and 
Conservation Department Summer Playground Program subject to the approval of the 
Corporation Counsel as to form. 

 
     Carried:  8 ayes, 0 nays 
 

201106B04 
BY COUNCILMAN DeJOY: 
 

RESOLVED, That the Mayor of the City of Jamestown be, and he hereby is, authorized 
to enter into a grant agreement with the Chautauqua Region Community Foundation in an 
amount not to exceed $15,000.00 for the purpose of funding the Physician Recruitment Project 
through the Strategic Planning and Partnership Commission subject to the approval of the 
Corporation Counsel as to form. 

     Carried:  8 ayes, 0 nays 

 

201106B05 

BY COUNCILMAN DOLCE: 

WHEREAS, the U.S. Department of Justice, Bureau of Justice Assistance, is 
administering the 2011 Edward Byrne Memorial Justice Assistance Grant (JAG) Program, and 

WHEREAS, the City of Jamestown and County of Chautauqua are eligible to receive 
funding under the 2011 Edward Byrne Memorial Justice Assistance Grant (JAG) Program 
through a joint application process, now therefore be it 

RESOLVED that the Mayor and Police Chief be, and hereby are, authorized and directed 
to execute a Memorandum of Agreement with the County of Chautauqua to receive grant funds 
to be utilized by the Jamestown Police Department and the Chautauqua County Sheriff’s 
Department in the amount of $17,690. The Jamestown Police Department will receive $8,845 of 
these funds.  These proceeds will be used by the Jamestown Police Department to fund the 
purchase of in-car digital video cameras.  
      Carried:  8 ayes, 0 nays 

201106B06 

BY COUNCILMAN DOLCE: 

WHEREAS, On January 22, 2002 the Jamestown City Council adopted resolution 
number 200201C03 that effective immediately and until further notice instituted a hiring freeze 
for the City of Jamestown, and 
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WHEREAS, On November 20, 2006 the Jamestown City Council adopted resolution 
number 200611B17 to extend the freeze to any change in employment from Part-Time to Full-
Time status, and 

WHEREAS, it has become apparent that within the Jamestown Fire Department an effort 
to effectively manage the city’s day-to-day responsibilities in a cost efficient manner, it is in the 
City of Jamestown’s best interest to lift the hiring freeze for a certain position, now therefore be 
it  

RESOLVED, that effective immediately the Jamestown City Council hereby suspends 
the hiring freeze instituted by resolution number 200201C03 and resolution number 200611B17 
authorizing the filling of the following positions due to the essential nature of the positions.  

• Two (2) Fire Fighters in the Jamestown Fire Department (2 retirements funded in the 2011 
General Fund Budget).    

 
Carried:  8 ayes, 0 nays 

201106B07 
BY COUNCILMAN DOLCE: 
 

RESOLVED, That Kelby Feldt be, and he hereby is, authorized to attend the ACRT, Inc. 
Line Clearance Arborist Certification Class July 18th – 22nd, 2011 in Akron, Ohio with expenses 
paid pursuant to Section 77-b of the General Municipal Law. 

     Carried:  8 ayes, 0 nays 

201106B08 

BY COUNCILMAN DOLCE: 

 
 RESOLVED, That the following claim be, and hereby is, allowed: 

 
  
 No: 18 of 2011  Gendry Davila    $372.79 
     41 W. 14th Street 
     Jamestown, New York 14701  

      Carried:  8 ayes, 0 nays 

 

PUBLIC WORKS: 
201106B09   

BY COUNCILMAN SPITALE: 

RESOLVED that Jeffrey Lehman, P.E., Director of Public Works, is hereby authorized 
and directed to purchase off New York State Contract bid prices, Contract Number PC 62374. 
Item 22,  two (2) new plows, wings, combo dumps and spreader bodies, per Henderson Truck 
Equipment-NY quotation dated 5/25/1, revised 5/27/11, from Beam Mack Sales & Service, 2674 
West Henrietta Road, Rochester, NY, 14623, for the amount of Eighty-five Thousand Six 
Hundred Forty-five Dollars ($85,645) each, or a total amount of One Hundred Seventy-one 
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Thousand Two Hundred Ninety Dollars ($171,290.00), for use in the Department of Public 
Works.  

 
Councilman Dolce: The next three resolutions deal with the bonding issue that we passed 
several months ago.  These are more pieces of equipment that are being purchased as part of that 
bond. 
 

     Carried:  8 ayes, 0 nays 
 

201106B10 
BY COUNCILWOMAN ECKLUND: 
 

RESOLVED that Jeffrey Lehman, P.E., Director of Public Works, is hereby authorized 
and directed to purchase one (1) new Leeboy 3000 Force Feed Loader from Monroe Tractor, 
5035 Genesee Street, Buffalo, NY  14225 for an amount not to exceed One Hundred Sixty-seven 
Thousand Dollars ($167,000.00), per bid opened June 3, 2011, this being the only bid received 
meeting specifications, for use in the Department of Public Works. 

 
     Carried:  8 ayes, 0 nays 
 

201106B11 
BY COUNCILMAN WHITFORD: 
 

RESOLVED that Jeffrey Lehman, P.E., Director of Public Works and Acting Director of 
Parks, Recreation & Conservation, is hereby authorized and directed to purchase off New York 
State Contract bid prices, Contract Number PC 62757, two (2) new 4300 International Cab and 
Chassis with Henderson body, from Navistar, Inc., 1568 Central Avenue, Albany, NY  12205, 
per Navistar, Inc. quotation dated 6/10/11, for the amount of Eighty-one Thousand Nine Hundred 
Twenty-two Dollars ($81,922) each, or a total amount of One Hundred Sixty-three Thousand 
Eight Hundred Forty-four Dollars ($163,844.00), for use in the Department of Parks, Recreation 
& Conservation. 

     Carried:  8 ayes, 0 nays 
 
PUBLIC SAFETY: 

201106B12 
BY COUNCILMAN TAYLOR: 
 

RESOLVED, That the following person be, and he hereby is, appointed to the office of 
Commissioner of Deeds in and for the City of Jamestown for a term of two years: 
 
 Jeremy Swanson   June 28, 2011 to June 27, 2013 
       
      Carried:  8 ayes, 0 nays 
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201106B13 
BY COUNCILWOMAN JONES: 
 

RESOLVED, That the Board of Public Utilities be, and it hereby is, requested to install 
one new 150W HPS street light at the following location: 
 

  City Pole 40930   Woodlawn Avenue  
 
     Carried:  8 ayes, 0 nays 
 

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS FROM COUNCIL MEMBERS: 
 
Councilman Taylor: I wanted to comment a couple notes on the community for (1) a couple 
weeks ago, Juneteenth Weekend, the Yassou Festival – the annual charity party that takes place 
at The Morton Club as well.  The community really turned out to support these events and pretty 
much kept things peaceful and respectful for the City so I definitely want to thank the 
community for all they did there.  (2)  for everyone in the community who came out to put the 
new Roseland Park Playground and really that group was really worried and got a little worried 
in the days leading up about how many volunteers they would get – would there be enough and 
there was some concern there, but the community really came together.  It’s just amazing what 
people working together can do just in a short period of time and there’s still a little bit more to 
go.  The ribbon cutting is Friday, but it really made you feel good to be part of this City and it’s 
one of those things where too, I just want to mention, when my Uncle Myron visits from 
Charlotte and I get sick of him saying that every time we go over the Chautauqua Bridge – he’s 
always saying “you know I helped build that bridge so many years ago,” I’m like “yea, yea, I 
know,” but it’s one of those things when you look at this playground for years to come and you 
could say “you know – I helped install that right over there and I helped build that right over 
there, and I stepped on a nail right over there to start the day.”  But it’s something to really be 
proud of.  And lastly, I just want to say that with the complaint regarding the cats really I did go 
to that neighborhood and the property and it’s really no exaggeration – it is as bad as it seems, 
there’s even a little more too it as far as the burial of the cats that are deceased on the property.  
It’s a bad situation in addition to that, not just the neighborhood there, but even some of the 
teachers had a concern at the end of the year that they couldn’t walk…whenever I had to teach at 
Love School, that the teachers couldn’t necessarily take the kids up Pine because of that; but I 
did assure all parties involved that there would be some resolution – it’s kind of tricky – there’s 
not a cat ordinance by the State, obviously not by the municipality, but we will take action.  It is 
a safety issue and I assured everyone to have confidence in the City that action will be taken and 
we will solve this problem.  Thank you Mr. President. 

 

Mayor Teresi:  By the power of texting technology, Matt Hanley was communicating to 
me after the ladies left that apparently even though we haven’t received the letter yet, by 
Councilman Taylor bringing it to our attention,  The Department of Development already has an 
inspector out working on it and working to do what they can to clear the property so they’re 
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already on it, but we’ll follow up tomorrow and see where it’s at and see what we need to do to 
advance it even quicker. 

 

Mr. Rabb:  Thank you.  Any other announcements or new business from other council 
members? 

 

Councilman DeJoy: I also want to echo Councilman Taylor’s remarks with regards to the 
Roseland Playground.  It was definitely inspiring to see all the volunteers that were there – to see 
the Mayor, actually with a shovel in his hand – I didn’t think he knew what hand labor was – he 
knew how to lean against it. 

 

Mayor Teresi:  Actually it was a pickax.  It was good you didn’t get any closer to me than 
you did. 

 

Councilman DeJoy: Sounds like a threat. 

 

President Rabb: I may have to rule these comments out of order. 

 

Councilman DeJoy: Perhaps, but nevertheless, it was great working side by side with members 
of the Jamestown Fire Department there and they had the good tools.  I didn’t come prepared 
with the good tools.  Lastly, I think we’d be remiss since we approved some playground money 
and again mentioning that Councilman Dolce was the King of the Playground back in 1971 or 
’72. 

 

Mr. ??:   They had playgrounds back then? 

 

Councilman Dolce: They did.  I was the King.  Lillian Dickson Park.  I don’t remember who 
the Queen was but it doesn’t matter. 

 

President Rabb: I’m not commenting.  Are there any other announcements or new business 
from Council members?  Who says Council Presidents don’t have a sense of humor? 

 
 There being no further business, the meeting was adjourned.  
 

James N. Olson, Director of Financial Services/City 
Clerk   


